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Nigeria Drives Cameroonian Troops Partially out 
of Peninsula 


ABUS02223796 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 5S beb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Tension has suddenly increased 
between Nigeria and Cameroon on the Bakassi Penin- 
sula. Correspondent Tunde Fatunde has the details trom 
Lagos: 


[Begin Fatunde recording) Military sources have stated 
that soldiers of the Nigerian Army station in the west- 
ern part of the small island of Atabong has crossed a 
creek to occupy part of another small island, where sol- 
diers of the Cameroonian Army were staioned. Sull 
according to the same source, the Cameroonian soldiers 
were driven out of ther position, and a large quantity 
of arms and ammunition, including Cameroonian anti- 
aircratt missiles, were captured by the army of General 
Sam Abacha, the Nigenan head of state. Reimtorcement 
troops were then dispatched to the area, from the Nige- 
rian military base of Calabar to consolidate Nigeria's 
presence on the treshly captured plot of land on this 
Bakassi Peninsula, which abounds tn fish and oil, it was 
learned from a well-informed source. The Nigerian Air 
Force, also based in the city of Calabar, about 40 min- 
utes by air trom Bakassi, has been put on the maximum 
alert. [tis now an obsessive tear that is prevailing among 
the Cameroonian and Nigerian ciuzens living on the ts- 
land which has become the scene of sometimes deadly 
clashes between the two armies since 1994. [end record- 
Ing | 


Nigerian Press Reports Four Killed in Border 
Clash With Cameroon 


ABO602093096 Parts AFP in English 
0906 GMT U6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Feb 6 (AFP) Four 
people died and 14 were injured in clashes between 
Nigerian and Cameroonian forces, the Nigerian press 
reported Tuesday, citing military sources. 


Reports said two Nigerian soldiers were killed and two 
injured in clashes in the disputed Bakassi peninsula area 
on Saturday. 


Two civilians were also reported killed, 11 others 
injured and two Camerooman police officers taken 
prisoner. There was no official confirmation of the 
reports 


UN Secretary-General Butrus Butrus-Ghali on Monday 
called on Nigeria and Cameroon to withdraw their 
troops trom che peninsula and seek a peaceful settlement 
to their dispute 
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Nigeria confirmed Monday that Nigerian and Cameroo- 
nian troops had tought a four-hour punbattle Saturday, 
resulliny In several Casuallies 


A Nigerian Detence Ministry spokestian said there was 
an intense exchanpe of fire; He said calm had returned 
to the area 


Tuesday's press reports said Nigerian torees had pushed 
back Cameroonian troops and seized arms and ammu- 
nition 


Nigena and Cameroon both claim the disputed Gult of 
Guinea terntory on ther border, which ts belheved to be 
rich in ol and tish stocks 


Early in 1994, after a series of incidents which each 
side biamed on the other, Cameroon and Nigeria massed 
Troops on the border 


The dispute has been taken to the International Court of 
Justice in The Hague, which is due to consider it 


Cameroon Radio Broadcasts Official Communique 
on Bakassi Clash 


ABUG021089960 Party ARPoin brench 
OS49 GMI 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS) Translated Text) Yaounde, 6 Feb [AFP 

One Nigerian and one Camerooman were killed on 4 
February dunng an incident) on the Bakassi Peninsula, 
which has been source of border conflict: between 
Nigeria and Cameroon. The national radio announced 
the news this morning, quoting an official communique. 


The incident’ occurred in Tdabato, one of the localities 
that has been occupied by the Nigerian Armed Forces 
since December 1994, the communique stated, porting 
out that there was) one death on either side.” Both the 
radio and the communique did not reveal which side 
might have attacked first. In addition, they did not give 
the reasons which might have prompted this attack 


(In Lagos, the Nigerian press, quoting today’s malitary 
sources, affirmed that the clash lett tour dead two 
soldiers and two civilians and 13 wounded on 
the Nigerian side. Tt also said the Nigerian forces 
captured two Cameroonian gendarmes. The press did 
not, however, mention the number of victims on the 
Cameroonian side. | 


According to Cameroon national Radio, relative calm 
has returned to Bakass: since the incident occurred and 
contacts are under way by the authorities in Yaounde 
and Abuja to ensure that peace 1s maintained in the 
peninsula. The two countries have since 1994 gone 
to the International Court of Justice tor a peacetul 
settlement of their dispute over this border region which 
is rich in both petroleum and marine resources 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
1s prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali made an 
appeal yesterday in New York to the two sides to 
withdraw their troops from the peninsula. In a statement, 
Mr. Butrus-Ghali called on “the two sides currently 
locked up in conflict on the Bakassi Peninsula to 
withdraw their troops trom the border region in order to 
create the necessary conditions for a peaceful settlement 
of their dispute.” 


The conflict between the two countries was inherited 
from the colonial era and has been endemic since 1885, 
when the two countries came under British and German 
rule. The demarcation of the border between Nigeria 
and the "Kamerun, which was then a German colony, 
got lost near the waters of this peninsula. 


The February 1994 armed conflicts led to 33 deaths on 
the Nigerian side and one on the Cameroonian side 
These incidents, for which both sides mutually accused 
eac’ other, had been the first to occur between the 
Niperian and Camerooman torces since 1881. 


Nigeria, Cameroon Open Talks on Disputed 
Bakassi Territory 


AB0602114896 Paris AFP in English 
1140 GMT 06 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Lagos, Feb 6 (AFP) — Nigeria 
and Cameroon moved Tuesday [6 February] to restore 
peace to the mangrove swamps of the disputed Bakass: 
peninsula after clashes between their security forces 
reportedly claimed up to four lives. 


Military sources quoted by the Nigerian press said tour 
people were killed, including two civilians, and 13 
injured in the firefight on the disputed border area at 
the weekend. 


However, a Nigerian defence ministry spokesman on 
Tuesday told AFP that he had no details and retused to 
confirm the figures given by the newspapers, while an 
official statement in Yaounde put the death toll at two. 


The Cameroonian government said it was in contact 
with officials in the Nigerian federal capital Abuja to 
prevent further fighting in the peninsula, which ts rich 
in fish stocks and believed also to lie over substantial 
oul reserves. 


Two Nigerian soldiers were killed and two were 
wounded in a four-hour gunhattie, according to the 
press here, which added that two civilians also died 
and 11 were injured, while two Cameroonian police 
officers were taken prisoner. 


The brief statement from Yaounde, however, said that 
one person was killed cn each side in an incident 
at Idabato, one of the districts held by Nigerian troops 
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‘nee December 1994, but did not specity whether the 
dead were members of the security forces 


The latest fighting led UN Secretary-General Butrus 
Biitrus-Ghahl to call on Monday on both countries to 
wi hdraw their troops trom the Gulf of Guinea territory 
anu seck a peacetul setdement. 


Colonel Godwin Ugbo of the Nigerian defence ministry 
said that Bakasst is calm now after skirmishes on 
Saturday and Sunday between the troops of the two 
sides 


1 have not yet got the details of the clashes or the 
casualves and, for now, Edo not subsernbe to their figure. 
Ihis just their own, Ugbo told AFP, referring to the 
Nigerian press reports, which also claimed that Nigerian 
troops had pushed back Cameroonian forces and seized 
arms and ammunition 


It was not clear how the fighting started. The Cameroo- 
nian statement, read on official radio, did not say who 
shot first or what the motives were. On Monday, Ugbo 
blamed a Cameroonian patrol tor initially opening fire 


No independent observers have been able to visit the 
area since January 1994 when clashes broke out after 
both countries deployed troops in strength, each blaming 
the other for stirnng unrest and harassing local people 
living on the peninsula 


Military experts state that the very presence of large 
numbers of troops makes clashes likely, since Cameroo- 
nian and Nigerian units are sometimes posted only me- 
tres (yards) apart and the risk of sudden encounters be- 
tween the patrol boats of the two countries is high 


Diplomatic sources noted Tuesday that the Nigerian 
press tends to play up border incidents, while the 
Cameroonian government keeps a low protile over the 
dispute, which ts currently betore the International Court 
of Justice in The Hague 


The military punta in Abuja would preter mediation by 
a third country, but has nevertheless agreed to let the 
world court arbitrate on the claim 


SADC Conference Delegates Reportedly Angry 
With South Africa 

MBOS02181996 Johannesburg THE STAR (BUSINESS 
REPORT Supplement) in English S Feb 96 p 7 


[Report by Jean-Jacques Cornish] 


[FBIS) Transcribed Text) Pretoria The Southern 
Africa Development Community (SADC) consultative 
conterence in Midrand ended on a sour note on Fnday 
with no South African ministers present to hear the 
angry parting shots from their neighbouring states 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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For the delegations trom the other 11 SADC members 
this stayaway was seen as yet another slight trom South 
Alrica. 


Certainly, Festus Mogae, Botswana's vice president and 
minister of finance and development planning, who 
chaired the two-day conference, did not mince his 
words. “The meetings started badly because our South 
African colleagues denied us adequate contact with 
their president, he said. Most of our co-operaung 
partners...had other more important engagements to 
honour — in some cases allegedly with South Afmean 
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ministers.” Mogae said that “with so many elephanune 
egos to massage on the developed country side, one was 
helpless to influence the structure of the meeting”. 


Asked it SADC felt bullied by this behaviour, Mogae 
said: “No, not bullied. We feel ignored.” 


Delegates made it clear in meetings that they considered 
the weighty trade imbalance between South Africa and 
its neighbours to pose a considerable threat to the future 
Of the grouping. 


This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination 
18 prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Kenya 


Kenya: Opposition Alliance Suspends Leakey From 
Senior Post 


EA0S02221396 Natrobt KBC Television Network 
in English i800 GMT S Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} [The] two-months-old opposi- 
uon alliance today accused one of its founder members, 
Dr. Richard Leakey, of dishonesty and consequently 
suspended him as the acting executive director of the 
group's secretaria’ 


In a statement read to the press by the Imenti north 
member of parliament, Kiraiiu Murungi, 10 members 
of the inter-parties committee said the assertion by Dr. 
Leakey that the leaders of the opposition parties had no 
mandate to lead the alliance was shocking 


They said Dr. Leakey, the secretary general of the 
unregistered Safina party, had no mght to spell out 
conditions tor his participation and dared him to quit. 


On Saturday [4 February} Dr. Leakey and other Safina 
leaders told the press that the alliance was destined tor 
an early death unless leaders of the main opposition 
parties checked their lust for power 


Uganda 


Uganda: Rebel Leader Major Itongwa Said Still in 
Kenya 

EAOS02220096 Nairobi THE LASTAFRICAN 

in English S Feb 96 pl 


[Article by Gitau Warigi: 
self Up’ to Kenyans | 


Ugandan Rebel ‘Gave Him- 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Ugandan rebel leader Major 
Herbert Itongwa surrendered at a military installation in 
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Nairobi and was not captured or arrested, Kenyan in 
telligence sources said last week. The renegade Army 
officer who led the Uganda National Democratic Al 
liance crossed into Kenya about three weeks ago and 
presented himself at Langata Barracks. 


After interrogauion by Kenyan military intelligence, he 
was handed over to the Naiwobi office of the UN High 
Commissioner tor Refugees which moved him to the 
Dadaab Refugee Camp in north eastern province, the 
sources said. 


The sprawling Dadaab Camp 1s also home to Alice Lak- 
wena of Upanda’s dissident oly Sprint Movement. UN 
HCR spokeswoman Millicent Mutuli said she could not 
contirm that Major Itongwa was in Dadaab Camp. Our 
policy is not to discuss specific protection cases. As for 
this case, we have no information.” She said, however 
it would be “highly unusual’ it the Kenya Government 
had repatriated the rebel leader to Uganda in contraven- 
tion of international agreements on refugees 


There were conflicting reports in the Uganda media 
last week as to how Major Itongwa came into Kenyan 
hands and his current whereabouts. Kenyan intelligence 
sources said the rebel leader had not been repatriated 
and as of last Saturday [3 February] was under the 
protection of the UNHCR whose regulations prevent 
host countries from repatriaung retugees against their 
will. Officials said that as a UNHCR retugee, Mayor 
ltongwa could not be handed over to Uganda 


However a second source said arrangements were in 
hand to deliver the major to his country of origin, 
where a 5 million ugandan shilling (S,000 U.S. dollars) 
price has been placed on his head tor alleged murder, 
kidnapping and attacks on police stations. [passage 
omitted] 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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South Africa To Help Remove 3 Million Land 
Mines in Mozambique 


MB0602120796 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1058 GMT 06 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Feb 6 SAPA — 
South Africa would help rid Mozambique of about 
3 millon landmines laid during almost 25 years ot 
guerrilla warfare, Defence Minister Joe Modise said on 
Tuesday. 


Ways to do this would be examined in terms ot a letter 
of intent signed by him and his Mozambican counterpart 
Aguiae Mazula in Pretoria earlier in the day. 


Modise told a media briefing the two countries had also 
drafted a defence cooperation agreement, to be signed 
soon. 


These treaties marked another step towards building 
security and stability in the region, Modise said. 


South Africa: Tutu Discusses Plans for Truth 
Commission 


MB0602054396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1708 GMT OS Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Feb 5 
SAPA — South Africa could expect an efficient and 
“people fricndly” Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 
commission chairman Archbishop Desmond Tutu said 
on Monday. 


Commissioners were taking pains to ensure hearings did 
not degenerate into “a shambles", Tutu told a media 
briefing in Johannesburg. “Hearings must be effective 
and properly organised. We want a people friendly 
commission. 


With up to 100,000 possible cases, not every incident 
would be investigated. The commission sought rather to 
establish a broad picture of what human rights violations 
had taken place. “There is no hope of hearing every 
single story or investigating every single case,’ Tutu 
said. 


The commission was mindful of meeting its main aim 
— the promotion of national unity and reconciliation 
and ensuring atrocities of the past did not recur. “The 
whole thrust is towards these goals....How do we help 
our nation to transcend the conflicts, separation and 
alienation of the past,” Tutu said. 


The first hearings on human rights violations are ex- 
pected to start in March or April. 


Tutu said psychologists and counselling would be 
available to traumatised vicums and witnesses before, 
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during and after their tesumony. Commission members 
also recognised their own need for counselling 


The commission has divided South Africa into tour 
regions for the purpose of its work: Eastern Cape, 
KwaZulu/Natal and Free State, Western and Northern 
Cape and the former Transvaal. It expects to move tato 
its Cape Town offices next week and to open offices in 
Durban, Johannesburg and Cast London early in March 


The commissron would rely heavily on work already 
Jone by non- government organisauons acuve in human 
rights, Tutu said. NGOs and churches would be asked 
to act as COMMussioNn depots in OUllying areas and small 
towns. If we were to start from serateh our work would 
be totally undoable,” Tutu said 


There had been considerable international interest in 
the commission and iis work, with several countries 
ready to provide international investigators to help the 
commussion. “The world 1s tascinated...and wants to tind 
out how they can help the incredible process ihey have 
seen untold. 


An aggressive search was underway for a chic! exec 
ulive officer tor the commission. They are pong t 
be aggressively head-hunted, Tutu said, noting that the 
commission wanted an alfirraative action candidate 


None of the tive candidates already interviewed had 
been suitable. 


South Africa: Cabinet Reshuffle Expected 
Following Meyer's Departure 


MBO0S02152496 Johannesbure THE STAR in Lnelish 
S Feb 96 p3 


[Report by Patrick Bulger] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} A Cabinet shuffle could ac- 
company Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Devel- 
opment Minister Roelf Meyer's departure from his post 
at the end the month, political sources said at the week- 
end. 


Meyer — after former finance minister Derek Keys, who 
was only nominally an NP [National Party} member 

is the second senior member of the NP to withdraw trom 
the Cabinet since President Nelson Mandela named 3! 
after the April 1994 election. Meyer was named NP 
secretary-general on Friday 


Although NP leader Deputy President F W de Klerk 
must provide Mandela with the name of a new NP 
minister, Mandela does not have to accept that person 
for that post and can use the opportunity to shuffle his 
Cabinet 


This report may contain copynghted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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An ANC source speculated that Mandela could promote 
Meyer's deputy, Mohamed Valli Moosa, to Meyer's 
job and name an NP member nominated by De Klerk 
to fill another ministerial post. But Mandela would 
find it be difficult to give Valli Moosa a Cabinet post 
without including Constituuonal Assembly chairman, 
Cyril Ramaphosa, who is Valli Moosa’s senior in the 
party. Mandela could possibly offer Ramaphosa the post 
of minister of foreign affairs, which is currently held by 
a former ANC secretary general, Alfred Nzo, who will! 
have held the job tor almost two years, one source said. 


Mandela might also use the opportunity to make good 
Deputy President Thabo Mbeki’s undertaking to offer 
the next Cabinet or deputy’s posi to a woman. ANC MP 
Baleka Kgositsile, deeply involved tn the consttution- 
making process, could then fill either Meyer or Valli 
Moosa’s /)10es. 


NP sources said the elevation of General Services Min- 
ister Chris Fismer to a portfolio was “logical specula- 
tion” but they also indicated that the NP’s decision on 
the Cabinet issue mght be a ‘total surprise’. De Klerk 
might aiso want to make good the party's shift towards 
appealing to a wider and mostly black audience by nom- 
inating a black person tor possible inclusion in the Cab- 
inet. 


The IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party], with three ministers 
in the Cabinet, might also have surprises up its sleeve. 


South Africa: ‘Far-Reaching’ Shakeup of NP 
Ministers Foreseen 


MBO0S02173696 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEPENDENT in English 4 Feb 96 pp 1, 3 


[Report by politica’ correspondent Esther Waugh] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A far-reaching cabinet shuffle 
of National Party [NP] ministers could be one the cards 
following constitutional development and provincial 
planning minister Roelf Meyer's appointment as the 
party's sec. etary-general. 


NP insiders said yesterday a strong possibility existed 
that Deputy President F W de Klerk could use the 
vacancy created by Meyer's resignation to reivenate™ 
the party's component in the cabinet. 


Another alternative for the NP leader is to replace Meyer 
with an existing NP minister, and move a black NP MP 
into the space created. The NP is concerned about black 
representation in its highest echelons. Sources said if 
this scenario was opted for, it could mean that general 
services minister Chris Fismer could become minister of 
consututional development, with a black NP MP taking 
up Fismer’s job. They said De Klerk was “playing his 
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cards close to his chest’ and had not taken a decision 
about Meyer's replacement 


On Fnday the NP annoum 1 its vision of being a 
“me devate, non-racial federal party’. De Klerk was 
likely to take provincial representauion, colour and 
gender into considerauion, Finality was expected within 
two weeks. 


NP sources, who support the idea of a widespread NP 
cabinet shuffle, noted that the minister of energy and 
mineral atlas, Pik Botha, had said publicly that he was 
in injury ume. And the minister of agriculture and the 
NP’s Northern Cape leader, Kraai van Niekerk, wanted 
to return io the province to bolster the party's support. 


The sources added that a shutfle could also mean new 
deputy ministers. Deputy speaker Bhadra Ranchou’s 
Imminent appointment as an ambassador will also leave 
a Vacalicy. 


While NP sources said the party expected to fill the 
Vacancy, Suggesting that the deputy president of the 
consttuuonal assembly, Leon Wessels, was a strong 
contender, ANC MPs have stated that the post wall not 
necessarily be filled by an NP successor 


NP frontrunners for promotion to the cabinet are said to 
be the former PAC [Pan-Afnecanist Congress} member 
and now NP MP, David Chuenvane, and David Malatsi, 
a former SABC [South African Broatcasting Corpora- 
tion! broadcaster and now an NP MP and businessman. 


The NP’s ‘new spiritual trek towards an unknown polit- 
ical destunation” also involved establishing “a dynamic 
political movement, based on proven core values and 
Christian norms and standards, the sources said. 


South Africa: De Klerk Reportedly Kept Meyer 
Resignation Secret 


MB0602054296 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY 
INDEP! "NT in English 4 beh 96 p 3 


[FBIS 1: ved Text] Two weeks ago Roelf Meyer 
Stepped of. = plane in Johannesburg after a trp to 
Germany. He had not the slightest idea that his lite was 
about to change dramatically; that he would soon be 
leaving the cabinet. 


The man with a plan tor Meyer was the NP [National 
Party} !eader and Deputy President, FW de Klerk. He 
had discussed it with no one else and so Meyer's 
colleagues had no inkling as he went about his business 
that change was if the ar. 


The proposal De Klerk put on the table was dramatic: 
Meyer should resign his cabine: post and take up the top 
role in the NP, that of secretary general. Meyer asked 
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De Klerk tor two days to consider the offer. But 36 
hours later Meyer had decided to take up the challenge 
of spearheading the fortunes of South Africa's second- 
biggest poliucal party. No one else was aware of the 
imminent moves. 


De Klerk is understood not to have told even the other 
NP cabinet ministers o the party’s provincial leaders 
— some who are said to be upset about not knowing of 
the plans before they became a fait accompli. 


On Thursday this week, armed with knowledge that 
Meyer had agreed to go for it, De Klerk met President 
Nelson Mandela for about an nour in president's Union 
Buildings’ office. The NP leader told Mandela that 
Meyer would resign trom the cabinet, but apparently 
the two men did not discuss a successor for the ensuing 
NP vacancy. 


An appointment for discussions between Mandela and 
De Klerk on the question of the successor is still to be 
finalised, but talks are expected to take place within the 
next two weeks. 


South Africa: Parties Criticize Plan for ‘New’ 
National Party 


MBOS02152796 Johannesburg 1HE STAR in English 
5 Feb 96 p3 


[Report by Jovial Rantao and Mondli Makhanya] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Deputy President F W de 
Klerk’s second “February 2 speech’ has received a 
thumbs-down from political parties across the spectrum. 
Delivered on the sixth anniversary of his famous 1990 
speech, | outlined NP (National Party] plans to trans- 
form itself into a Christan democratic movement. 


De Klerk said during the launch of the NP’s ‘ore 
values” document that although the NP was not seeking 
a formal alliance, 1 had held discussions with various 
parties on a “new political movement” opposed to the 
ANC. 


The ANC described De Klerk’s eagezly awaited an- 
nouncement as another failed Rubicon speech” and ac- 
cused the NP of trying to “peddle a particular version 
of Christianity for the purposes of defending minority 
privileges’. The NP was trying to block the transfor- 
mation of society and to scuttle changes in education, 
housing, affirmative acuion and RDP delivery, it said. 


Freedom Front leader Gen Constand Viljoen said the 
NP needed ‘a heart transplant” and not just cosmetic 
changes. “The NP’s new vision is based on a wrong 
assumption by its leader, F W de Klerk, that South 
Afneans would beheve an old NP in a new suit of 
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clothes could change into a dynamic politcal move- 
ment, said Viljoen. 


The Conservative Party said that creauing a muluracial 
movement was not the answer to the Afrikaner’s prob- 
lems. Its leader Dr Ferdi Hartzenberg said there should 
be a meeting of Afrikaner leaders to discuss issues fac- 
ing the group: “The core problem, and shortage, of the 
current consutuuion is precisely the fact that the ethnic 
and cultural diversity of South Africa is being totally 
ignored,” he said. 


South Africa: Deputy President De Klerk Discusses 
National Party Future 


MB0602112896 Johannesburg SABC 1 TV Network 
in English OSIO GMT 6 Feb 96 


(Interview with South African Deputy President F.W. de 
Klerk by Chante Hinds in the SABC Cape Town studio 
on the "Good Morning South Africa” program — live] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Hinds] Deputy President F.W. 
de Klerk is in our parliamentary studio in Cape Town 
to share with us his personal vision for the future o/ the 
National Party. Mr. de Klerk, it’s good to have you with 
us this morning. 


{De Klerk] Good morning. 


[Hinds] It seems that the 2nd of February is a very 
Significant day for you and now for your party. How do 
you intend changing fundamentally your party? 


[De Klerk] Firstly, my party has changed, but it 1s not 
getting the recognition it deserves. More than SO percent 
of the 4 million South Africans who voted for us in 
the general election were people of color. My party is 
a nonracial party. It is not true that we are defending 
white privilege as we are accused. We want to destroy 
these false images of our party. But our vision goes 
much further, and it goes beyond just party interests. 


The moderate majority of South Africans are dispersed 
among a number of parties. They are in the National 
Party; they are in the Democratic Party [DP]; they are 
in the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP], but they are also 
in the support base of the ANC, and that moderate 
majority is deeply concerned about many aspects. They 
are worried about their basic value system. They feel 
threatened; they want something done about that which 
is unacceptable in our country. And our vision 1s that 
we will bring together under one umbrella somehow 
or another, and we must talk io everybody about that 
moderate majonty to take hands, to join forces and to 
form an effective political movement based on Christian 
norms and standards, based on a value system which 
has succeeded throughout the world. In Europe it is 
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called Christian democracy, it is called by many other 
names, but itis basically a centrist political movement 
bringing moderates together, and our vision is to break 
out of the molds, and out of the s'ereotypes of the past, 
and to bring South Africans who ware the same beliets 
together in one po itical Movement. 


{Hinds} Mr. de Klerk, are you then saying that non- 
Christians do not have a place in your party” 


[De Klerk] No, definitely not. Chrisuan norms and 
standards encapsulate a moral and ethical value system 
which ts acceptable to all other people whv take their 
religion seriously. It goes hand in hand with a very 
strong recogniion of absolute freedom of religion, 
freedom ot the individual, cultural freedom, economic 
freedom, and therefore throughout the world once again, 
you will find that in parties called Chrisuan Democratic 
parties, you'll find people of all faiths and of all religions 
adhering to that value system. 


{Hinds} When we think about the positioning of the 


National Party, why the decision of putting Mr. Roelf 


Meyer as secretary general? 


[De Klerk} We are serious about this vision. Firstly, 
we are going to address ourselves, we are going to 
Strengthen our position, we are going to open up new 
offices, we are going to reach people in their homes, 
and we are going to improve our communication. He 
will be managing that. Secondly, we will be interacting 
with other parties around issues, not with a view to 
enter now into an alliance, but with a view to say let us 
work together on those things where we believe in the 
same solutions, And thirdly, he will be my right-hand 
man. He will be working in close interaction with me in 
driving and developing this concept of bringing people 
together, in building a new political movement. He's 
young, he's capable, he has vast experience already, 
he’s a good communicator, he’s a good man for the 
job, and he’s going to serve his party in that capacity. 
It's a tremendous challenge for him and for us, and I'm 
very glad that he accepted with such enthusiasm. 


{Hinds} You mentioned the word alliance. Where would 
the National Party's natural alliance be? Is it the DP, is 
it the IFP” 


[De Klerk] No, I think if we were just to bring together, 
for mstance, the National Party, the DP and the IFP, 
many supporters in each party won't be happy with just 
such an alliance, and for that reason just bringing parties 
together is not going to resolve the issue. We need also 
to penetrate to millions of people who actually voted for 
the ANC. Only then can we bring in the final analysis 
as a majority together. 
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Bul yes, naturally speaking, our allies are in those 
parlies who support tree market principles, who want to 
pruect private property ownersii,) effecuvely, who teel 
suongly about high moral values and standards, who say 
yes, freedom of speech but not on the basis of allowing 
pornography in the country, who feel that there must 
be discipline in our country, and who would therefore, 
generally speaking, support very strong action, even 
including the death sentence. That's the type of practical 
issues Where you find a coalescence of the minds otf 
millions of South Africans, although they are dispersed 
over many pasts. 


{Hinds} Thank you very much for joiming us, 


South Africa: Factionalism, Conflicts Reported in 
PAC Ranks 


MBO0S02173796 Johannesbure THE SATURDAY STAR 
in English 3 Feb 96 p9 


[Report by Teto Mothibeli} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The troubled Pan Africanist 
Congress of Azania [PAC] has some serous soul- 
searching to do if itis to rise above serious factionalism 
within its ranks — the conflict 1s tearing the organisation 
apart, an inside source revealed this week. 


Two weeks ago, when the organisation's secretary- 
general Maxwell Nemadzivhanani announced his resig- 
nauon from his position and from the national executive 
committee, he cited facuonalism and tribalism as some 
of the ills eroding the PAC. 


But the Saturday Star's source argued that the PAC, 
‘which has constantly paraded itself as the sole custo- 
dians of the genuine aspirations of the African masses, 
has to break away from its incongruous past in order to 
appeal to a broader audience and not just the angry and 
militant youth. 


Another concerned party supporter asked: Exactly what 
is the reason for the continued existence of the PAC if 
it is not to split the black vote? I strongly believe that 
the leadership of the PAC and the Azanian People’s 
Organisation would be wise to swell the ranks of 
the ANC, because apparently they do not have any 
jusufiable reason to exist independently. 


He suggests that some of the leaders in the two organ- 
isauons might be of more use helping the Government 
to realise some of its objectives. 


It is an open secret that the knives are being sharpened 
ahead of the organisation's special congress in Bloem- 
fontein in April, although some would prefer that it be 
held sooner because of the problems racking the organ- 
isation. 
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The Saturday Star understands that serious clandestine 
lobbying is going on around the clock among the 
opposing factions planning for this emergency meeung 
of the Alfricanists. 


After two consecutive lacklustre performances by the 
organisauon in the nauonal and local government elec- 
tions under the leadership of Clarence Makwetu, it is 
quite clear that the disappointed membership will be 
gunning for his head as he is seen as the main cause 
of the PAC’s misfortunes and its possible demise. Mak- 
wetu managed to retain the leadership of the PAC at its 
1994 congress in Mmabatho by pipping his opponent, 
Dr Motsoko Pheko, by a narrow margin of eight votes. 


However, finding a man of Makwetu’s stature within 
the party to fill his shoes will not be an easy task. 
After all, it took Makwetu considerable time and effort 
to establish himself as a leader worthy of respect 
after replacing the organisation's fiery former president 
Zephamia “The Lion of Azania” Mothopeng. Among 
those upped to succeed the incumbent president are 
Phillip Ata Kgosana, Dr Sipho Tshabalala and advocate 
Dikgang Moseneke, although Moseneke has made tt 
clear he is no longer available to hold politcal office. 


If these candidates are not elected, some members teel 
that there are several people in the current leadership 
who are presidential material but who may fail because 
of “enthnicity” in the PAC’s ranks. “One need not look 
any further than the abilities and leadership qualities 
displayed by people like Ahmed Gora Ibrahim and 
Patricia de Lille, who unfortunately may not be allowed 
to rise to such positions by the conservative core 
membership of the organisation, says another reliable 
source. 


The controversial, outspoken 'Khoisan X is seen as a 
possible candidate, but 1s regarded as not being “African 
enough’ to iead a black organisation. 


Under normal circumstances, the deputy 1s usually given 
the first preference to fill the gap of his senior, but the 
same cannot be said of Motsoko Pheko. Apart from his 
uninspiring performance, Pheko’s mistake is that, in an 
organisation caught up in the web of tribalism, he 1s not 
of Nguni origin. 


South Africa: COSATU Secretary General Profiled 


MB0402145196 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARD!AN 
in English 2-8 Feb 96 p 12 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] One of Sam Shilowa’s previ- 
ous employers tells the story of meeting him across a4 
picket line and being so impressed by his performance in 
negotiations that he suggested he he groomed for man- 
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agement. Sorry, said Shilowa’s immediate boss: nice 
enough chap but he really doesn’t have the potental. 


Anybody who couldn't see that Sam Shilowa had 
potential must have been blind — or terrified. He 1s 
broad-faced and big-boned, exuberant and clever. His 
sentences, like his vast hands, go everywhere. They will 
climb, in spastic spirals, to the apex of an idea before 
crashing Gown into outrage; they will meander vaguely 
through the savannah and then take you by surprise by 
literary reaching out and clasping you. 


On the Christmas holiday he took in Cuba, he decided 
to stop shaving his scalp and let his hair grow a bit. 
Nonetheless, the image of a shaven haired cloth-capped 
giant remains: working class hero or repo man; | suspect 
he doesn’t mind the ambivalence. 


Journalist Phillip van Niekerk wrote in Leadership 
that Shilowa’s manner “is far more am/ble than the 
Mephistophelean displeasure that his predecessor Jay 
Naidoo was able to project’. True enough: if Naidoo’s 
persona veered towards the hood-eyed, scheming, com- 
mic intellectual, then Shilowa has the open countenance 
of a hammer twirling worker who has just ripped off a 
piece of socialist-realist memorabilia sort of retro, quaint 
and Scargillish at the same ume (if such a thing 1s pos- 
sible), an extra from the set of On the Waterfront. 


Well, not quite. For one, while it ts true that Shilowa 
is the sparely educated son of impoverished Shangaan 
peasants who rose in the unions from the shop floor, he 
was never quite the on-the-beat security guard he has 
been portrayed as: he did clerical and laboratory work 
at Anglo-Alpha Cement, and then was a traimer at a 
security and cleaning firm. 


And, while it is true that he had to take years off school 
because of his family’s poverty, he finally dropped 
out in standard nine, not because of racial injustice or 
politcal activity, but in a fit of pique because he felt 
he was being unfairly punished (which he was) by a 
teacher who is now, 1n fact, an organiser for the African 
National Congress. “One weakness I have,” he allows, 
with a laugh, “1s that there are umes when I'm arrogant, 
not willing to listen to reason.” 


Certainly, Shilowa rose — meteorically through the 
ranks. But, to the extent that you could separate politics 
and labour in the 1980s, his base was political: it 
was his work in the South African Communist Party 
underground and his primacy in COSATU’s [Congress 
of South African Trade Unions} SACP [South Afncan 
Communist Party} caucus, far more than his bret 
history as an office-bearer of the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union, that made him Jay Naidoo’s unlikely 
deputy in 1991 and his successor in 1993. He obliquely 
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acknowledges this: “Even though | grew up through the 
ranks, My OWN strong points have not always been pure 
trade union bread-and butter issues. Even when | was 
Jay's deputy, he was involved in economic issues, while 
| was involved in politics. | was part of the ANC’s 
negouating team, | was at Codesa [Convention tor a 
Democratic South Africa], and at every single large 
bilateral. I think it was a plus for me, as I really do 
understand the transition.” 


It's his strong point and his weak point: ask people 
about Sam Shilowa and the word you'll hear most often 
is ‘operator’. He is, says One senior trade unionist, “so 
politically canny he can hear the grass growing . One 
of his best friends is Thabo Mbeki, and he ts one ot 
the few who has a direct hotline to President Nelson 
Mandela. While some in labour see this as a definite 
boon in terms of lobbying influence, others doubt his 
loyalty to the sector he is paid to represent. 


Let's face It: South Africa 1996 is not an easy time 
and place to be a union leader. After having powered 
the struggle for democracy, Cosatu has tound ttselt 
Struggling for new definition, and often seems scatter 
shot, disparate, rudderless. Shilowa himself frames the 
dilemma acutely: "We either stand accused of being a 
conveyor belt and in bed with the government, or we are 
called spoilers who just bark at all ministers and want 
to exercise the right of veto over government policies. 
But, while he is excellent at posing the questions about 
the labour movement's future, he comes across as a man 
who does not, yet, have the answers. 


Shilowa’s old comrade, Jayendra Naidoo, who now 
runs Nedlac (National Economic Development and 
Labour Council), notes that union-bashing has become 
fashionable: “People want the unions to be like the 
Amabokoboko or the Bafana Bafana [soccer teams] .. 
part of a rainbow vision where we all collaborate and 
win the cup. ‘But the job of unions ts to take up the 
cudgels on behalf of their membership. It Is bound to 
be adversarial.” 


In this context, it’s perhaps not surprising that Shilowa’ s 
tenure has been troubled: he is often accused of not be- 
ing able to supply the labour movement with the req- 
uisite vision, or to corral It behind the vision he has. 
Behind the scenes, though, Shilowa has in fact effected 
a victory in the privatisation debate: in a draft agreement 
with government last week, service delivery rather than 
profit generation was reestablished as the primary tunc- 
tion of state enterprises, and Cosatu has also convinced 
the government that, within reason, workers’ jobs have 
to be guaranteed within restructured state enterprises 
The sticking point remains, however, whether private 
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Shareholders may purchase equity: Cosatu is adamant 
they may not — and that is a battle itis bound to lose. 


In the unions, Shilowa is known to be uncomtortable 
with Cosatu’s hardline anu-privausation position and 
this is seen as further evidence, by some, of the claim 
that he has become too close to the new elite; that he ts 
too snazzy, Loo high-flying, too politically ambitious: a 
unionist with gold hoops in his ears. 


One of his favourite tricks, When making an argument, 1s 
to make of his own mother an arufact: “My opposition to 
privatisation, he says, is not theoreucal, it's personal. 
My mum will be 76 years old this year in May. Why 
should she walk five kilometres to go fetch water? Why 
should she only now about electricity because there 
are power lines running over her property to a white 
farm? When talking about restructuring, we need to ask 
ourselves, how is in mother going to benefit? 


He insists that his bare teet remain planted in the dry 
earth of impoverished peasantry. But both economically 
and socially, the truth is that is no longer a member 
of either the peasantry or the working class. Whatever 
the card he carries says, he 1s a member of the new 
elite recently marned to Wendy Luhabe, a glam and go- 
getter Management consultant specialising in affirmative 
achon who was previously the first black execuuve 
of BMW. He ts upwardly more in exact proportion 
to the downward mobility of those middle-class letue 
intellectuals who preceded him — the Bernies and 
Alecs and Jays. Now they have gone to Pretoria, and 
the unions are run by people like Shilowa, driven, 
ambitious, working-class men 


While Shilowa does not subject his new lite to partuc- 
ularly rigorous self-analysis, he does deal with it with 
a fair amount of modesty and humour. His home, in 
the Roodepoort neighborhood of Weltevreden Park, 1s 
comfortably suburban rather than glamorously yuppie 
In a roots-nod, Shilowa has always wanted to live un- 
der thatch: he has now bought a house with a bar in the 
rafters ( It used to belong to an entertainer’) where an 
SACP [South African Communist Party} Umsebenzi 
poster hangs a little sheepishly amid all the Lapalala 
acuon. Sure, cappuccino is on offer, but the Shilowa- 
Luhabe homestead 1s matt-finished rather than glossy, 
woody- African rather than slippery-alianate. It is em- 
phatically not, in its style or location, Northern Suburbs 


And his criucism of the narrow black upliftment 
mantra, the it's our turn now coda he encounters at 
dinner parties, remains acute: Yes, black people are 
justihed when they say democracy means more than the 
right to vote; that it means economic empowerment. But 
defining economic empowerment becomes a struggle. 
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because there are those who believe it means the sell- 
enrichment of a few, that we can produce our own black 
Oppenheimer, That's rubbish ... 


You have to engage with people who say, ‘Listen, 
apartheid benefited a few Atrikaner businesses, so surely 
we're justified in doing the same thing for ourselves 
with privatisation?’ They're not looking at structural 
transformation, they're looking at what cruinbs they'll 
be able to get out of the situation.” 


He “agrees to disagree’ with his wife on several issues, 
but they generally find themselves, both say, in the same 
ball park. In fact, since he’s a strugglista and she's an 
entrepreneur, she often challenges him, he says, with 
more radical positions on workplace transformation, 
ones that advocate blazing ahead rather than slowly 
building consensus around big plans. 


Sam Shilowa does not balk at being sharply critical otf 
his colleagues — and triends — now Sin government. 
But only once, in our few hours together, does he betray 
anger. ‘If you had to ask me what ts the most ridiculous 
sentiment, the one | hate the most, it is the one trom 
those of our colleagues in government or Parliament 
who say, ‘You don't understand! The situation has 
changed'’ They say, ‘Leave the broader picture to us, 
you concentrate on shop floor issues’, but then they also 
accuse us of being narrowly tocused on the interests of 
our own workers and not taking the development of the 
country as a whole into account. 


Whence does this anger spring’? Despite the openness 
of his features, Sam Shilowa ts very difficult to read. 
I'd venture to guess, though, that he sees himself very 
much as part of the team transforming this land, and 
that any hint to the contrary riles him. | would imagine, 
too, that he is prickly about still being treated, by 
the intelligentsia of the movement, as an uneducated 
workhorse from the shop floor who doesn’t really have 
the wherewithal to run things. 


Does he feel ‘left out’; ‘left behind’? Perhaps one could 
read the above outburst as defensive, but if one looks 
at the number of illustrious now languishing on the 
back benches of Parliament (remember Moss Mayekiso’ 
Chris Dhlamini?), he probably thanks his stars, every 
now and then, that he wasn’t on the list of 20 that Cosatu 
handed over for the African National Congress list. But 
he is an intensely political — and clearly ambitious — 
man. 


All he will say about his future is the wishes there 
to be a choice of leadership at Cosat’ » 1997 congress 
But there must be times when he loags to be in the 
corridors of executive power. Despite the knocks to his 
image in the past couple of years, he'll get there yet 
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South Africa: KwaZulu Official Rejects Charge of 
Voter Role Problems 


MBOS02181596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1554 GMT S keb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] DURBAN Feb 5 SAPA — 
KwaZulu/Natal local government and housing MEC 
{Member of the Executive Council] Peter Miller on 
Monday lashed out at ‘grossly exaggerated” statements 
regarding problems in the preparation for local govern- 
ment elecuons in the province. Allegations of voters’ 
roll irregularities made by African National Congress 
provincial local government spokesman Dr Michael Sut- 
clitfe “had no basis in fact whatsoever,’ Miller said in 
a Statement, 


Sutclitte last week alleged many people had been 
removed trom voters’ rolls, including 1,112 people in 
Bulwer, KwaZulu/Natal midlands. 


‘Laccept that Dr Sutcliffe’s statement should be seen as 
the opening salvo in the election campaign, but it would 
be a lot more helptul it representatives of the politcal 
parties could be more accurate and responsible as to the 
allegations made, Miller said. 


‘Ttis freely acknowledged that problems will inevitably 
occur in the preparations for the elecuons from time 
to time, but the election task team cannot afford to 
waste time investigating unsubstantiated and irrelevant 
complaints, he added. 


Elections are scheduled to take place in the province on 
May 29 


South Africa: KwaZulu/Natal Reportedly Facing 
‘Financial Crisis’ 

MB0602104296 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in Enelish 0400 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Local authorities in KwaZulu/ 
Natal expect to face a shortfall of 195 million rands at 
the end of the current financial year. 


Speaking at the Masakhane [mutual construction) cam- 
paign function in Newcastle last night, Local Govern- 
ment and Housing Minister Peter Muller said a mayor 
contributing factor to the financial crisis was the contin- 
uing nonpayment of rent and service charges by the ma- 
jority of residents. Mr. Muller said the nonpayment was 
affecting the ability of local government bodies to de- 
liver RDP [Reconstruction and Development Program) 
projects. He said the success of local government de- 
pends almost entirely on the success of the Masakhane 
campaign, which ts aimed at encouraging people to pay 
for their services. 
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South Africa: Metcalfe Acting Gauteng Premier 
During Sexwale Trip 


MB0502152396 Johannesbure THE STAR in English 
5 Feb 96 p2 


[Report by Karin Schimke}] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Acting Gauteng Premier Mary 
Metcalfe will this week host a victory lunch for Batana 
Bafana to celebrate their victory over Tunisia in one 
of her official appointments as provincial head while 
Tokyo Sexwale travels to Switzerland, the United States 
and Cuba. 


Metcalfe, who ts MEC [member of the Executive 
Council] tor education in the province, was appointed 
by Sexwale to carry out his responsibiliues unul his 
return on February 17. 


Metcalte will this week also give an official send-ott 
to the Train of Tribute, which is bound tor KwaZulu/ 
Natal on Friday filled with food and clothing for 
the province’s flood victims. On Valentine's Day, 
February 14, Metcalfe will be receiving Norwegian 
Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland. 


On Saturday Sexwale flew to Davos in Switzerland 
to address two meetings of the World Economic Fo- 
rum. On Wednesday he meets United States Vice- 
President Al Gore. During his nine-day stay in the US, 
Sexwale will be accompanied by cabinet colleagues 
Jessie Duarte, Jabu Moleketi and Amos Masondo. ‘The 
delegation will look at policing methods in New York 
City before meeting potential investors and Sexwale will 
hold meetings with the business community in Calitor- 
nia,” said spokesman for the premier Chris Vick. 


On February 15 the delegation will arrive in Cuba to 
“discuss ways of boosting political and business links’. 
Sexwale will call on Cuban leader Fidel Castro. 


South Africa: Former MK Soldiers Opt Not To 
Join Integrated SAMDF 

MB0402190196 Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
30 Jan 9% p3 


[Report by Lindiz Van Zilla] 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Most former members ot 
the ANC’s armed wing, uMkhonto weSizwe [MK], 
declined yesterday to be integrated into the SA [South 
Africa] National Defence Force and instead opted for 
the financial benefits of demobilisation in the hope of 
Starting a new life. 


Most of the 101 former MK soldiers who reported to 
the %h South African Infantry base near Khayelitsha 
yesterday said they no longer considered the army a 
career option 
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Some said their military purpose had been tultilled 
while serving in MK, while others said they had already 
secured successtul careers, 


Mr Thando Mgolai trom Khayelitsha, who works as 
an assistant accountant for a large manne salvaging 
company, said he had never thought of going back to 
the army. 


He had decided to study instead and had obtained a 
diploma in accounting at the Cape Technikon. 


Lieutenant-Colonel David Seed, a member of the British 
Military and Advisory Training Team (BMATT) that ts 
assisting in the demobilisation process, said that depend- 
ing on the length of service in uMkhonto weSizwe, the 
payouts ranged between R12,000 [rands] and R42,000. 
[passage omitted] 


Athlone resident Ms Sandra Adonis said she was 
Struggling to find a job and was thinking of re- 
integrating into the SANDF. 


But she was worried that with the rationalisation of the 
SANDF she would possibly soon be out of a job. 


“Last in, first out,” she said. “I would like to start my 
own business from home, maybe in clothing or motor 
spares. 


Officer in charge of the demobilisation process Colone! 
Mxolisi Petane said: “These people are not leaving the 
army with ill feelings. They just have other commuit- 
ments. 


Seed said counselling programmes were also being 
oftered to former MK members to help them re-integrate 
successfully into civilian and soctal life. 


These would include advice on how best to invest the 
money they received from the payouts. 


South African Press Review for § Feb 
MBOS02115896 


(FBIS Report] 
THE SUNDAY INDEPENDENT 


New NP Secretary General ‘Astute’ Move — Johannes. 
burg THE SUNDAY INDEPENDENT in English on 4 
February in a page-10 editorial says Roelf Meyer's ap- 
pointment as secretary general of the National Party, 
NP, is ‘an astute and courageous move’ by NP leader, 
Deputy President F. W. de Klerk. De Klerk’s choice 
sends a clear signal that the NP’s long-term future 1s 
as a party of opposition within the new South Africa 
not a repository of resistance to change. On of the chal- 
lenges facing Meyer is the problem “of how to convince 
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the population at large that the NP ts a different organi- 
sauon from the one that bullied and oppressed it.” “One 
wonders whether it will be achieved within generauions, 
let alone within the less than four years to the next gen- 
eral elecuon.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Parliamentary Finance Committee Shaping Policy — 
‘It takes a special kind of toughness to withstand the 
combined lobbying of the pension industry and the 
labour movement. The parliamentary finance committee 
did just that when it accepted in principle the Katz 


commission's controversial call for tax on the income of 


retirement funds’ investment, notes a page-4 editor’ al 
in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 5 
February.” The finance committee has ‘fundamentally 
changed the way in which fiscal policy is made in 
South Africa. Far from rubber-stamping the executive's 
decisions, it is helping to shape them. 


SOWETAN 


NP Changes — Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 
5 February in a page-10 editorial says the NP changes 
announced at the weekend ‘to bring in black MPs in a 
more high-profile role, 1s likely to pay dividends for the 
NP. “It is good for democracy that there 1s more than 
one voice on the political scene and De Klerk needs to 
be congratulated for his part in the transition process. 
But the stigma of what they did in the past will count 
against the NP for a long time to come 


South African Press Review for 6 February 
MBO0602 120896 

(FBIS Report} 

BUSINESS DAY 


Need To Liberalize Telecommunications Stressed — 
The lead editonal on page 14 of the Johannesburg 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 13 


BUSINESS DAY in English on 6 February considers 
the telecommunications policy White Paper. The White 
Paper, according to the editorial, contains welcome prin- 
cipals — “the idea of strategic partnerships and, much 
more importantly, opening up the industry to competi- 
ion. The editorial takes issue, however, with the White 
Paper's assumpuon that liberalizauon of the telecom- 
municauions industry must wait several years in order 
for goals of the Reconstrucuon and Development Pro- 
gram to be reached first. On the contrary, the editorial 
conunues: Arguably, government's development goals 
would be achieved more rapidly and economically un- 
der condiuons of compeuuion than under conditions ot 
Telkom monopoly or ‘exclusivity’ which, the White Pa- 
per proposes, should last for six years.” The editonal 
calls the six-year period “excessive” and says thal pro- 
tecuon levels and phasing periods should be minimised 
if opumum competitiveness is to be achieved.” Noung 
that the unions will oppose the liberalization and priva- 
lizauon process, the editorial concludes that labor op- 
position can be minimized if the Telecommunications 
Minister adopts a policy of negotiation and consultauion 
in pursuing the complex process that lies ahead. 
SOWETAN 

SABC Television Changes Applauded — The lead ed:- 
torial in the Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 6 
February, page 12, extends the paper's “warmest con- 
gratulations to the South Afnecan Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, SABC, for its “enormous gamble’ in making 
wide-spread changes to its three television stations. Call- 
ing the previous programming partly fascist and mainly 
4 long bore, the editorial argues that the SABC had a 
clear goal: ‘to change the old apartheid television into 
something more representative and modern. 
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Burkina Faso 


Burkina Faso: Foreign Minister Denes roviding 
Camps for Nigerian Group 

ABO0202230596 Paris AFP in Enelish 

1653 GMT 2 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) Quagedougou, f eb 2 (AFP) — 
Burkina Faso on Friday [2 Februcsy| ‘stongiy demed” 
having supplied laining camps to a leading Nigerias. 
Opposition group, an allegat on o.ace On Niverian tele- 
VISION. 


‘We strongly deny these alegatiois, “hich have iio re- 
flection on reality,” Burkina’s Foren Maiuster AdDlesse 
Ouedraogo told AFP on Priday, 


Burkina Faso ‘has more importans things to wors about 
than trying to destabilize atyUhing, he satu 


Nigerian national television Monday myht claimed 
Burkina’s President Blaise Commecre oped France to 
maintain sanctions against Nigerie 


Quedraogo said Burkina autionucs iad appr acied Uc 
Nigerian embassy in Ouagadougou to ohtain cla ifiea- 
uons and a retraction. 


South Africa was also accused by Niyerian television 
of having donated 570,000 dollars to the opposition 
group, the National Democratic Coalition, to finance 
its activiies. 


Guinea 


Guinea: Conte Briefs Press Corps on National 
Situation 


ABOS02193296 Conakry Radiwdiffusion Nattona'e de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 
1403 GMT 5S Feb 96 


[News conference by Guinean President | ansana Conte 
with foreign and domestic reporters in Conakry on $ 
February — recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text} [Unidentified moderator! Gen 
eral Lansana Conte, head of state and commander in 
chief of the Guinean Arined Forces, first, the national 
African, and foreign press express their congraiu.ations 
to you for the selflessness and faith benelit [words iidis- 
tinct] to topple you. We, Africans, and our colleagues 
will like to add to this ongratulation: We Africans 
{words indistinct} commander in chiet of the national 
Armed Forces. Finally, general, the national and inter- 
national press thank you for organizing this news con- 
ference. | would like to recall that this news conference 
is [words indistinct}. So, | would hike to call upon the 
national [words indistinct} 
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{Moussa Tounde, trom the Guinean National Television 
Network] Mr. President, alter the troubles that occurred 
in our country over the past 48 hours, could you explain 
the situation to us? 


[Conte] | thank the entire national, African, and the 
internauional press. Today, it 1s clear that | had wanted 
to respect what | words indisunct} to meet with you and 
to give you the correct information about the situation. 
But the moment is not favorable for it. It is too early. It 
was only yesterday that calm was restored, but what is 
certain is that all of you followed what rea!ly happened. 
We can only tell you that if there is calni. it 1s because 
people became conscious of the situation, 


As you know, our soldiers are not the best soldiers in 
the world, but they have always proven that they are 
patriouc. They have always demonstrated their courage 
wherever they are called upon to serve and as you 
know, the Guinean Army has served in many places 
— im Guinea, in Africa, and in other countries of the 
world. They made demands that are correct. This ts 
one point. On the other hand, we have certain points 
to examine. As I said yesterday, these demands were 
not at all bevond our means. They are things which are 
(?within our reach), but the movement of the soldiers 
was nearly recuperated by (others). But the soldiers 
‘?guickly understood the situation). They said no (to 
he opportunists). What is happening now is not what 
they had wanted to do. So, they are not the ones. I 
im not the one who stopped them. It is the soldiers 
who (’stopped). They said that since tt is like this, we 
no longer want it [words indisunct]. That is why, with 
them, {words indistinct]. They theretore reiused to allow 
other people to cash in on this movement. This is the 
point we have reached today. Information will always 
reach us — it will reach us every day until the affair is 
completely clarified. As time goes on. the press will be 
informed. It will be difficult to give tull details of the 
Situation now. That is to say that now that there 1s calm, 
we want to continue with this calm and take care of the 
problems of the soldvers Together, with all the people 
of Guinea, we will try to find out what really happened 
and how to solve 


(Name indistinct. from the National Radio} Excellency 
Mr. President. can we evaiuate the number of casualties 
right now’ 


(Conte] You know, in the afternoon of Fnday [2 
February] | think, if I remember well, four artillery 
shots were fired in the [name indistinct} District where 
eight civilians were killed {words indistinct], Some 
people certainly must have been wounded. There were 
some people wounded in {name indistinct! also. [Words 
indistinct} there were some people wounded near me 
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but people said there have been 20 people killed and 70 
people wounded. At the Palace [of Nation]: There was 
not a single death at the Palace. [Words indistinct] that is 
very untrue. At the Palace, there were a few wounded 
people. There was one person who received a bullet 
in his chest but there was no death. [Words indistinct] 
those who were sleeping in their homes and who know 
the number of people wouaded, can say anything they 
like. 


I was at the Palace, | did not follow [words indistinct] 
it was the French radio station [name indistinct] and 
the BBC. So you should write to their bosses and say 
that they reported nonsense [words indistinct] and that 
is coming from my mouth, maybe I have not yet been 
informed from other sources. When | am informed, | 
will [words indistinct]. Thank you. 


[Unidentified correspondent) Mr. President, upon whose 
instructions did the heavy weapons that pounded the 
Palace of Nation get out of the Alpha Yaya Barracks? 


{Conte} I will not tell you who gave the instructions nor 
who ordered the pounding [words indistinct} and I know 
it. For the meantime, I do not have to (?say anything). If 
you know everything now, maybe you will again [words 
indistinct}. As far as | am concerned, | want to know 
what happened exactly. I do not want to accuse anybody 
but all those who were part of the action, all those who 
killed, or all those who bombarded deliberately [words 
indistinct}. For the meantime, I do not want to sell my 
Own secret, 


[Unidentified correspondent] In line with the quesuon 
from my colleague from the L' INDEPENDANT news- 
paper, | would like to know whether all those implicated 
in the action will be tried as soon as you know who they 
are? 


[Conte] As you know, the president of the Republic is 
the president of the executive arm of government [words 
indistinct}. 


[Unidentified correspondent] [Words indistinct] embark 
upon a reform within some units of the (?Armed 
Forces). 


[Conte}] [Words indistinct] the security of the head of 
government, as the president of [words indistinct] for 
the meantime the head of all the Armed Forces and 
the (?security). Moreover, | am the defense minister 
since the formation of the previous cabinet. You have 
been hearing of the title of minister at the presidency, 
in charge of defense. So, | am the minister [words 
indistinct], Now, | am taking back my function as 
minister of defense. Of course, | will carry out some 
reforms. | am going to change certain things, just what 
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is necessary (oO be able to bring back the Army [words 
indistinct). 


(Unidentified correspondent] (Words indistinct] con- 
cerning the grievances, I think that officially — [words 
indistinct) I arrived last evening — two are known for 
the moment. A third one is maybe immunity for the sol- 
diers. Another point a bit related to the third grievance 
is what you call manipulators. You also said that those 
manipulators are (?five) semor officers. Now, will they 
be arrested or not? Also — I apologize for not mention- 
ing my points in an orderly manner —- it was said that 
the country’s national unity had been jeopardized as a 
result of the mutiny. What does that mean exactly’ 


[Conte] I do not know whether you watched the 
Guinean Radio- Television yesterday evening. People 
were interviewed, and you better approach people who 
understand our local languages. Let them explain to 
you what Guineans said. The country’s national unity 
was not affected at all. All the [word indistinct] are the 
same thing. | do not know why in Africa you always 
try to create division among people. I do not know 
why. Events worse tha: ..ose noted here happen in 
Europe and are ignored, but as soon as there is a very 
minor problem here. people speak of the Malinkes, the 
(Dioulas), and so on. Actually, all those things that are 
said are unfounded. We are united in Guinea, and we 
will remain united. We became united to demand our 
independence, and since that date, Guineans have never 
been divided. Those who say we are divided are radio 
stations, but actually, Guineans are united. 


[Alpha Kabine Doumbouya from Conakry Radio news 
desk] Mr. President, following the disturbances that 
occurred in the capital last week, the damage was very 
considerable. When we take the case of businessmen, 
what are the authorities planning to do so that people 
do not feel the consequences of the damage? 


{Conte} The authorities will take all the necessary steps 
so that each Guinean — whether businessman or simple 
citizen — everyone, recovers what he is entitled to. 
You heard me say yesterday that all those who stole 
something and who actually believe in God should 
come out and return what they had taken away. | do 
not know whether you are aware that in various wards 
people are currently (returning what they took away). 
Some of them are bringing outside their mosques [word 
indistinct]. | hope the security service is working hard 
to recover almost all the vehicles that were stolen. At 
the end of the road over there, more than 100 vehicles 
are already parked. Some vehicles are also parked in the 
km-36 area, and similarly, people are parking vehicles 
along all our roads. | also know that soldiers who took 
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vehicles away will all return them. (’Two) were arrested 
yesterday, and they agreed that they [words indistinct]. 


If you had listened to me yesterday, you would have 
heard me say that everybody has stolen. The (soldiers) 
have stolen, civilians have stolen. I told businessmen 
that if they happened to find what they lost [words 
indistinct}, we can thank God, otherwise, when there 
is something like (words indistinct) that pays for it. 
Actually, it is not what people stole that is important. 
What we — especially you, educators, along with us — 
must do now is to take the necessary steps so that when 
such events occur, people do not storm others’ stores to 
steal what they want. The public must be educated, and 
that is your role. We can issue decrees and orders, but 
they will affect only a certain category of people. Yet 
you deal with the entire populous, and that is why you 
should, therefore, help the government (’do its work) 
{words indistinct]. I call on you to join us and not to 
defend us — we do not need to be detended — but to 
defend the Guinean people, please. 


(Unidentified correspondent) Mr. President, yesterday, 
you replaced the defense minister by a decree. You had 
dismissed this minister 48 hours earlier. Can we expect 
an imminent cabinet reshuffle’ 


[Conte] You are speaking about a problem that is not at 
the government level. It is within the Army. After me, 
the defense minister is the first leader of the Army. He 
was replaced. To my mind, dismissing a minister does 
not mean the government will be reshuffled. [passage 
indistinct} You have come to ask me questions that 
people ask you at the hairdresser’s. [laughter] 


[Bande, from the COURRIER D' AFRIQUE] Mr. Gen- 
eral, is it true that by | February before the mutiny you 
were aware of a possible mutiny? 


{Conte} I knew about all the soldiers’ demands. | knew. 
1 am the chief of the Army. I was therefore informed and 
measures had been adopted since that day. That means 
the demands were examined and decisions made. If | 
told you I was not informed about the demands then | 
am not the head of the Army. [words indistinct] 


[Unidentified correspondent} I would like to expand on 
the question of the director of the rural press, on the 
assessment of the (word indistinct]. You spoke about 2 
February, but I would like to know something about 3 


February. 


(Conte) | have told you all that I know. If you know 
about any event that took place on 3 February, you had 
better tell me. | was informed about the artillery fire of 
(Koronti) and the young man who is responsible for it. 
I have just told you that there are certainly other cases 
that we do not yet know, but to my knowledge. from 
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all that I gathered on 4 February, there have not been 
any such cases. At least, | have not yet been informed, 
but | wall eventually be informed if there was any. 


[Unidenufied correspondent] You are the supreme 
leader of the Guinean Armed Forces. You proved your 
worth before 3 April. You are a good soldier. You told 
this to the National Army yesterday. We already know 
this because by the mere sight of you, anyone will 
know that you are a good soldier. 


During the national day celebrations on | November 
1995, you advised the soldiers to take care of their 
population, You also told the population not to create 
contusion among the soldiers. Mr. President, as the 
supreme head of the Army, yesterday you spoke to 
your Army, your soldiers, Your soldiers understood you. 
They applauded you. Mr. President, we know you have 
come to terms with the soldiers and the population and 
ve also know that you are [word indistinct] the Guinean 
aauion, What is your message to the population after 
these events? Thank you. 


[Conte] Thank you madam, thank you very much. 
As you know, Guineans are the most complicated 
people in the world. [Words indistinct], but they are a 
peaceful people. Otherwise, considering what happened 
yesterday and the day before yesterday, if it were not in 
the presence of mature people like the Guinean people, 
the situation would have been otherwise. | know the 
Guinean people. | know Dubreka. | knew the Dubreka 
Prefecture after taking power. | visited certain villages 
of the pretecture. I visited the whole of Guinea. There 
is nota single area I do not know. There is not a single 
village I do not know. I know the Guinean people. | 
know every category of persons. [passage indistinct] | 
know Guinea. 


During the elections, when people were shouting to 
the rooftops that they were confident to win, | asked 
them to learn to know the Guinean people first. To 
serve someone without problems, you must know him 
well and like him. | like the Guinean people. To go 
on well with the Guinean people, you must not annoy 
them. Some people have tried to annoy them at given 
times, but the people regained their self-control. I have 
no problems with the population. | have problems 
with other persons who unfortunately do not know 
this population. Those who worsened the soldiers’s 
problems do not know the Guinean people either. | 
would like you that because you know who the 
Guinean | you can tell them my message 
without m) you any message. Tell them what 
[words indistinc|) 


[Amadou Ba, from the LA VOIE] Mr. General, 4 
February was assuredly a victory day for the people 
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of Guinea. It was the day of victory for legality and 
legitimacy that you represen! and also a day of victory 
for the patriouc Armed Forces over itself and over the 
government's catastrophe. It is true that the world has 
its eyes turned singularly on this country, which is at the 
same time [words indistinct]. The people, like a chiid, 
also have their eyes turned on you — on you, their 
father; on you, the commander in chiet of the Armed 
Forces. But today, these people are afraid to such an 
extent that their [words indistinct] so that in the future, 
the defenders ©. the people no longer take up arms 
against [words indistinct]. 


[Conte] | think that [words indistinct] as soon as you 
help us educate the people, we will certainly, as of 
now, have leaders in the army who will try to educate 
the soldiers in the same conditions as you will educate 
(?the people). I think that if we are able to have leaders 
{words indistinct] for our soldiers in the interest of all, 
we will no longer have problems with the (’people). 


[Unidentified correspondent) (?Now that the situation 
has returned to normal), the question that I would like 
to put to you is this: Since when has the Army been 
demanding salary increases and how has the situation 
{words indistinct]? 


[Conte] | have [words indisunct}] even betore the 
beginning of these operations. Naturally, it is from 
the time when an ordinance or decree was issued 
concerning salary increases for the police. This is the 
{word indistinct]. It is because of this that the soldiers 
also said that their salaries should also be increased, 
because the policemen do not work more than they do. 
That is all. This is the only reason. 


[Moderator] [passage indistinct] in peace, union, and 
national unity. I thank you. 


Guinea: Conte Calls On Conakry Residents To 
Remain Calm 


AB0S02202196 Conakry Radtodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 
1945 GMT 5 Feb 96 


{Address by President Lansana Conte to the people ot 
Conakry on 5 February — live or recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] People of Guinea, citizens; | am 
addressing you, in particular those of you residing in our 
capital Conakry, to call on you all for calm, in spite of 
your resentful feelings in the face of the damage just 
caused to us by some criminal elements in our country. 
Thanks to your support, we shall bring back order to 
the city. With the help of God, we have preserved the 
unity and concord within the people. May the Almighty 
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protect us trom our enemies. | thank you and | count 
entirely on you. 


Guinea: President Conte Receives Sierra Leonean 
Delegation 


ABOS02220896 Conakry Radtodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 
1945 GMT 5 Feb 96 


{|FBIS Translated Text) General Lansana Conte, head 
of state and commander in chiet of the Armed Forces, 
today received a government delegation trom the sister 
country of Sierra Leone. This six-man delegauion was 
led by Colonel Pius Monde, chiet of Army staff and 
bearer of a message. Col. Monde made the following 
statement after the audience: 


[Begin Monde recording in English tacing into French 
translavon}| Well, we consider Guinea a brother and 
we've just brought a message of solidarity and to 
express my head of state’s concern over the incidents 
of 2 and 3 February and also to say to the people of 
Guinea that we in Sierra Leone have a lot of sympathy 
for the events of Friday and Saturday and hope they 
wouldn't reoccur. [end recording] 


Present at the audience were Rene Fassouloua, secretary 
general at the Presidency; Nabi Youla, the head of 
state’s personal adviser; and Fode Bangoura, director 
Of state protocol. 


Guinea: Assembly Speaker Makes Statement on 
National Situation 


ABOS02205596 Conakry Radtodiffuston Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 
1945 GMT 5 Feb 96 


[Statement by National Assembly Speaker El Had) 
Boubacar Biro Diallo in Conakry on § February — live 
or recorded} 


{PIS Translated Text] Citizens of Guinea, my dear 
compatriots, dear brothers and sisters: Following the 
painful events we have just witnessed in the last three 
days, the National Assembly cannot remain silent and 
this 1s why I have taken the following measures: 


First: There will be a meeting of the bureau of the 
National Assembly on Tuesday 6 February 1996 at 1000 
at the Bills Hall. 


Second: A summoning of all deputies present in 
Conakry to a meeting on the same Tuesday 6 February 
at 1500 in the 28 September Hall and at the same 
People's Palace. 
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As you can see, dear compatriots, the speaker of the 
National Assembly is assuming his responsibilities be- 
Cause it is impossible to let this situation degenerate into 
uncontroliable conflicts. For this reason, before | sum- 
mon an extraordinary session of the National Assembly 
very soon, which must examine the tragic events we 
have just witnessed from 2 through 4 February, | am 
asking all citizens to keep their calm and their seren- 
ity and to have confidence in their representatives who, 
with the other republican instituuons, will spare no et- 
forts in taking all legal measures to safeguard our gains 
and to guarantee the security and the fundamental rights 
of the citizens. I thank you. 


Niger 
Niger: Mainassara Says Fran e Remains Niger’s 
‘Friend’ 
BRO502153996 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
3 Feb 9 p2 


{Interview with Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara, head 
of the new Niger government, by Patrick Saint-Paul; 
place and date not given: “There Can Be Only One 
Chief") 

(FBIS Translated Text} [Saint-Paul] What were the 
reasons which led you to undertake this putsch. 


(Mainassara] The army had to do what was incumbent 
on it in order to resolve the crisis. The situation was 
blocked. Neither the president, nor the prime minister, 
nor the president of the National Assembly were ready 
to make concessions to unblock the situation. Our 
action, as you have been freely able to observe, has 
been weil received by the population. The country was 
on the brink of civil war between the partisans of the 
two camps. We had to avoid this. 


[Saint-Paul] How are you going to return to the path of 
democracy? 


(Mainassara] A forum of representatives of civilian 
society has been instructed to reflect on how best to 
engage the process of democratization. We know what 
has to change. We have learned from the mistakes of 
the past. The Electoral Code and certain aspects of the 
Constitution have to be changed. 


{Saint-Paul} What type of regime seems to you to be 
the best suited for Niger’ 


(Mainassara} A strong presidential system. There can be 
only one chief in a country like Niger. 


[Saint-Paul] Will the forum have a consultative role or 
will it have decisionmaking powers’ 


[Mainassara} The military have undertaken to respect 
the forum's decisions. We have already indicated our 
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good taith by rapidly releasing the prisoners. I believe 
that we have shown ourselves to be trustworthy. 


(Saint-Paul] Have you set a ime limit on this forum? 


{Mainassara] We have given the forum 48 hours in 
which to reflect on the various fields of acuon which 
need to be studied. After this, commissions wil! be 
established in order to Come up with concrete proposals. 


{Saint-Paul} When do you plan to organize new elec- 
tions? 


[Mainassara] We have not yet set any deadlines for 
elections. But we are aware that we need to act quickly. 
The earlier we organize elecuons the better. 


[Saint-Paul] When the me comes, will you be stand- 
ing? 


[Mainassara] | am a sc 'dier, and soldier | will remain. 
It is important to know when to withdraw in order to 
leave power to the civilians. 


[Saint-Paul] If you observe that there is no godsent man, 
and (hat the same people are making the same mistakes, 
will you try and beat them democratically by presenting 
yourself tor election? 


{Mainassara] If the situation demands, I am ready to do 
what is incumbent on me, as I have done in the past. 


One cannot rule out anything. But I do sincerely hope 
that the people can do without me. I have acted for the 
good of my country. A soldier is always ready to serve 
his country. 


[Saint-Paul] How have you reacted to France's and other 
countries’ decision to suspend aid. Will France remain 
a friendly country? 


{Mainassara] France remains Niger's friend. It had no 
choice but to condemn the taking of power by non- 
democratic means. 


This decision came as no surprise to me. We are going 
to wait until the storm blows over, while at the same 
lime giving signs of sincerity which demonstrate our 
attachment to a return to civilian rule. 


[Saint-Paul] Are you not afraid that, with the suspension 
of funding and the risks of famine and disease, the 
people will turn against you” 


[Mainassara] We must have a little dignity. We cannot 
always have our hand out and expect everything from 
abroad. 


This suspension of cooperauon could be beneficial if 
it forces us to act by ourselves, if it allows us to take 
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charge of ourselves. Our country must wake up and 
reorganize itself, 


Niger: National Forum Closes; CNS Chairman 
Gives Closing Address 


AB0402065396 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1900 GMT 3 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) The information and preparatory 
meeting on the national forum ended this morning at 
the Conference Hall. It was chaired by Colonel Ibrahim 
Barre Mainassara, chairman of the National Salvation 
Council [CNS]. The four-Gay meeting was also attended 
by the other members of the CNS. In his closing address, 
the CNS chairman notably lauded all the participants for 
the remarkable work done over such a short time and 
under such exceptional conditions: 


[Begin Mainassara recording] Honorable tradiuonal 
chiefs, ladies and gentlemen: As this information and 
preparatory meeting on the national forum draws to an 
end, I would like to express my sincere compliments 
to you for the remarkable work you have done over so 
short a time and under the present conditions we know 
of. Indeed, the main objective of this first meeting has 
been largely achieved and shared by each an every one 
of you. It is to map out new strategies and projects to 
rehabilitate and consolidate the democratic virtues of 
our people. In this regard, | appreciate your display 
of maturity and sense of responsibility during your 
discussions. 


In rising, nghtly, above emotional considerations, avoid- 
ing certain stereotyped slogans and dogmatic theories of 
democracy; by resorting, timely, to the fruitful values of 
our civilization, you have been able to understand how 
real and palpable were the dangers to which the former 
leadership of our country exposed our democracy, and 
consequently the entire Niger nation. 


As you rightly stressed, the various incidents and 
problems of cohabitation were a clear indication of 
the failure of our institutions to objectively create the 
right internal harmony necessary for the harmonious 
management of state power. You have all been direct 
eyewitnesses to and many of you have even been clear 
sighted actors in the reconciliation efforts. No stone has 
been left unturned. 


After the intervention of the civil society and the 
relentless mediation initiatives by religious associations 
and traditional chiefs; after the numerous laudable 
and painstaking mediation efforts deployed by eminent 
foreign personalities: after the almost repeated verdicts 
handed down by our supreme court, which was asked 
to interpret or arbitrate in the case, the leadership crisis 
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unquesuonably came to the point of degenerating into 
a generalized crisis. 


Our national Armed Forces, in a move to save the 
situation decided, as loyal servants of the nation and 
the Republic, to spare our people from a tragedy which 
nobody could measure its magnitude. After all, all our 
compatriots should take the opportunity offered by this 
blessed month of tasung to thank God and further 
implore his blessing and mercy. 


Now that the situation has been assessed, it is up to us 
to resolutely launch the improvement and restructuring 
process for a democratic framework that takes into 
account the experience undergone and the legitimate and 
fundamental aspirations of our people. 


The appraisal report that you have just submitted to us 
mainly states the major orientauions and the guidelines 
that you want to give to the national reflecuon forum 
on our country’s future. The particular emphasis that 
you place on the need to adapt our fundamental laws 
to the demand of a sound and constructive democracy 
reinforces my conviction that the Niger people have 
decided to definitely make a historic step forward. On 
my behalf, the CNS confirms to you its commitment 
and determination to conduct in honor and discipline 
this historic march toward a democratic and salutary 
renewal. All this will be done in unity, stability, and 
strong hope for a better future tor each and all. 


At this stage, | would like to appeal to those of our 
compatriots who have hencetorth got to like politics to 
scrupulously take time to reflect as demanded by our 
country’s destiny. | urge all of you to take a look at 
Niger, to think of Niger, and to act only in the interest 
of Niger ciuuzens, farmers, cattle raisers, workers, pupils, 
and students. The rest are our businessmen, artisans, and 
all those who sometimes face in silence the unspeakable 
suffering caused by destituuon and deprivation. 


Honorable traditional rulers, ladies and gentlemen, at 
the end of your deliberations, | would like, once again, 
to renew to you my sentiments of deep grati.ude for 
the quality of the work you have just done. Once 
again, | would like to count on your availability and 
commitment to fully and efficiently participate in the 
upcoming deliberations to be organized within the 
framework of the forum. Of course, the conditions for 
organizing and conducting the forum as well as the 
related working methods will be determined on the basis 
of your proposals. A coordinating committee will soon 
be put in place to this effect. 


While wishing you a safe tnp back to your respective 
homes, I declare closed the preparatory meeting on the 
national forum for reflection on Niger's future. 
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Long live Niger! I thank you. [applause] [end recording | 


Niger: Counci! Chairman Receives Former Prime 
Minister 


ABOS502103396 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT § Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] National Salvation Council 
Chairman Colonel Ibrahim Barre Mainassara has te- 
ceived former Prime Minister Amadou Hama, who 
spoke to Voix du Sahel after the audience. 


{Begin Hama recording] | was summoned by Colonel 
Mainassara, who informed me that I am tree, which 
in the present context ts a very good thing tor me. 
He alsu i lormed me that the coup was staged under 
very precise conditions and for very precise reasons. In 
his view, military rule should be as brief as possible. 
| share this view entirely, because the restoration otf 
republican legality and constitutional order seems to be 
unavoidable in the present world context. 


It is gratifying to note that the new regime's leaders 
themselves are conscious of the need for the military 
transition to be as short as possible. As a former leader 
whe is conscious of the multiple difficulties facing 
Niger, | think it would be a good thing to jointly tind 
ways and means of avoiding sanctions being imposed on 
us from all directions in order not to cause the country 
more harm than the coup itself. 


As a former prime minister, my greatest desire is that 
the 10 months of efforts made by my government, 
which had begun opening prospects toward ending the 
sufferings of Nigerois, should not come to naught, 
because, in the final analysis, it is not the soldiers who 
Staged the coup that will suffer. It is the entire Niger 
peopie who risked suffering from an inevitable famine. 
If nothing is done about foreign aid, Nigerois will have 
serious problems, our medical problems will be more 
serious than the nonpayment of salaries. All this will 
socially socially the country and prevent it from getting 
hack to work. Getting back to work, whatever we say 
or do, is the only solution to our problems. 


I discussed all that with Colonel Mainassara and had 
the feeling that he is conscious of this, and all said and 
done it is up to the commussion charged with revising 
the constitution to fix the deadline for the transition. 
This is a good thing and shows a certain determination 
on the part of the Army not to cling to power. [end 
recording} 
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Niger: Mainassara Calls Coup d’Etat ‘Lesser Evil’ 
BROSO2153796 Paris AFP in French 
1408 GMT 5 Feb 96 


|FBIS Translated Text} Paris, 5 Feb (AFP) The 
head of the new Niger regime, Colonel Ibrahim Barre 
Mainassara, said on Tuesday [as released] that the coup 
d'etat which he staged was only a ‘lesser evil” and 
he called on France to ‘reconsider the situation more 
calmly.” 


In an interview with the daily LA CROIX he explained 
that he yust could not wait unul the cohabitauon between 
President Mahamane Ousmane and Pnme Minister 
Hama Amadou came to a constituuional deadlock. 


In that case developments could have run out of 
control. The dritt could have led to a situation of civil 
war, he said. “We avoided a Somalia-type crisis and 
unnecessary casualuies. Every arbitration attempt at the 
highest political level tarled. We could not get out ot 
this politicians war. The coup d'etat was a lesser evil, 
he stated. 


Colonel Mainassara also wants France to reconsider 
its decision to suspend civil and military cooperation 
“France is a trendly country and we expect it to remain 
so and to reconsider the situation more calmly, the new 
Niger strongman said. 


‘Tt sanctions are applied, it is once again the Niger 
people who are going to suffer,” he added. 


Niger: Prime Minister Aji's New Cabinet Members 
Listed 


ABO202082096 Niamey Vow du Sahel Network 
in French OS45 GMT 2 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] New Prime Minister Boukary 
An yesterday formed a new government comprising 
only civilians. They are 14 ministers and three secre- 
taries of state. Three ministers of the previous Cabinet 
have retained their portfolios. Here 1s the composition 
of the new Cabinet read by Laouali Moutan, secretary 
general to the government: 


[Begin Moutari recording] The appointed ministers are 
as follows: 
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Mimster of State for Higher Andre Salifou 


Education and Research 


Mimster Delegate to the Prime 
Minster in Charge of Finance 
and Planning 


Almoustapha Soumaila 


Mimster Delegat: to the 
Chairman of the National 
Salvauon Council in Charge of 
National Defense 


Mahamane Doby 


Mimster of Rural Development 
and Environment 


Brah Mamane 


Minster of External Relations Mohamed Bazoum 


Minister of National Education Moumoun) Aissata 


Minster of Trade, Transport, 
and Tourism 


Jacques Nignon 


Mimster of Justice and Human Boube Oumarou 


Rights 


Mimster of Communication, Inoussa Oussem 
Culture, Youth, and Sports, 


Government Spokesman 


Mimster of Mines, Industry, 
apd Technology 


Ma Manga Boukar 


Mimster of Interior and 
Terntonal Development 


Idi Ango Omar 


Mimster of Public .iealth and Aloua Moussa 


Social Affairs 

Mimster of Civil Service, Sein: Ali Gado 
Labor, and Employment 

Minster of Equipment and Cherif Chako 
Infrastructure 

Secretary of State for Budget Ibrahim Koussou 


Secretary of State for Intenor Attaher Abdoulmoumune 


Secretary of State for Women's Hima Manama 


and Children's Promotion 


Niger: Civilian Forum Calls For One-Year 
Transition to Democracy 


AB0302162296 Paris AFP in English 
1612 GMT 03 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Niamey, Feb 3 (AFP) — 
Civilian leaders in Niger said Saturday a transition 
period of one year was enough to stabilise the country 
prior to new elections in the wake of a coup a week 


ago. 


The nearly 200 participants of a three-day conference 
here, including tribal chiefs and trades union and 
political representatives, said they hoped it would lead 
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tO a restoraion of democratic institutions within 12 
mont s. 


In a report to the new junta, they said a new forum 
of “democratic renewal in Niger” should be summoned 
in the next two months to decide upon conditions for 
a revision of the constitution, the electoral code and 
politcal parties. 


It also recommended a strict reduction in the number 
of political parties to “four or five,” as opposed to 
approximately 20 which existed be‘ore the coup. 


The forum also asked we new government to “look 
hard for alternatives” to resolve the “crucial” problems 
of the nation regarding salaries, education and medical 
provisions. 


Niger's civil workers say they are owed three months 
pay, the university has been shut down for three 
weeks, and a cholera epidemic has swept several river 
communities. 


Delegates to the forum, which met at the junta’s instiga- 
tion from Thursday, asked the international community 
to conunue backing Niger. 


“The internauonal community must continue to support 
the people of Niger, who are the main vicums of the 
suppression of outside aid,” the text said. 


Their request echoed that of ousted president Mahamane 
Ousmane, who asked Saturday that his country not be 
isolated. 


Following his second meeting in three days with Niger's 
current strongman, Colonel Ibrahim Bare Mainassara, 
and after international condemnation of the new junta, 
Ousmane declared: “We are at a crossroads. I ask the 
international community to understand the situation.” 


Mainassara, who closed the forum's session, announced 
a committee would be formed to study its conclusions. 


Since the coup, political meetings have been outlawed, 
a curfew and sitaie of emergency installed, and the 
constitution and political parties suspended. 


Nigeria 
Nigeria: Public Reacts to Attack on Newspaper 
Publisher 
ABOVG02092396 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 6 Feb 96 


[From the “Network Africa’ program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] In Nigeria, the gun attack 
on newspaper publisher and former internal affairs 
minister. Alex Ibru, in Lagos has heightened public 
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fears over personal safety and security in Nigeria, Mr. 
ibru has been flown to London for emergency medical 
treatment, but in the wake of almost daily reports of 
violent crimes, especially armed robbery, reactions to 
(?this issue) have been swift, with most individuals and 
Organizations calling on the government to act now. 
From Lagos, Sola Odunfa sent this report: 


{Begin Odunfa recording} Religious leaders, politicians, 
and business people have joined other Nigerians in the 
cry of anguish since the attempted bid to kill Mr. Alex 
Ibru in Lagos on Friday [2 February) evening. The 
question on the lips of everyone who heard the news 
of the gun attack has been: How safe are we in this 
country? 


The sentiment runs through all public comments on the 
incident, given the background of almost daily reports 
of violent crimes in the country. The Nigerian Supreme 
Council for Islamic Affairs described the situation as a 
revolving cycle of violence which was becoming very 
worrying and alarming. 


The Newspaper Proprietors Association of Nigeria said 
that the country has come to a stage where people did 
not feel saie at home, at work, and even on the road. It 
said that this should worry the government as much as 
it was worrying the ordinary citizen because, according 
to the publishers, repercussions were unimaginabl:. 


The leader of the opposition National Democratic Coali- 
tion, Nadeco, Chief Michael Ajasin, said that the cur- 
rent situation stressed the need for an urgent meeting 
between the government and those he described as re- 
sponsible Nigerians over the security of the nation, and 
the former head of the Nigerian Army, Retired Major 
General Chris Ali, described the weekend attack as “a 
national indictment of our moral values and value for 
life.” 


The government has not issued any statement but Mr. 
Ibru's newspaper, the GUARDIAN, said yesterday that 
the head of state, General Sani Abacha, had personally 
directed the inspector general of police to see to it that 
the gunmen were arrested. In Lagos, Police Spokesman 
Assistant Commissioner Tunji Alapini told the BBC 
that the investigations might be long-drawn because the 
public has not volunteered any information to assist the 
officers. [end recording] 


Nigeria: Bomb Explosion Damages Police Station 3 
Feb 
ABO0502170096 Dakar PANA in French 


1410 GMT 5 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Lagos, Nigeria (PANA) — An 
explosion on 3 February destroyed the police station in 
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the town of Zaria in northern Nigeria, injuring several 
policemen, The bomb explosion is the third of the kind 
in three months. 


The information reaching Lagos on 5 February said 
the explosion, which was heard throughout the city, 
severely damaged the police stauon and its exhibits. 
Apart from cracking walls of the targeted building, the 
bomb also destroyed the windows of the neighboring 
buildings, all of which flew into pieces. The explosion 
did not claim any human lives, police sources indicated. 
However, a police sergeant was reportedly among the 
wounded persons. They were present in the exhibits 
room when the explosion occurred, 


An investigation has been ordered into the incident on 
the demand of the police authorities. 


The town of Zaria is not far from Kaduna where an 
explosive device recently went off on a man who was 
suspected to be responsible for another explosion that 
took place in a big local hotel on 18 January. 


It should be further noted that two days after the incident 
involving the presidential airplane, which claimed the 
lives of 15 passengers including the son of the Nigerian 
head of state, General Sani Abacha, another device 
exploded at the Kaduna airport. 


Nigeria: State Administrator Says Zaria Explosion 
Not Bomb Blast 


AB0402184596 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 4 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Kaduna State adminis- 
trator, Colonel Lawal Ja’afaru Isa, says the explosion 
which occurred at the Zaria Police headquarters is not a 
bomb. Col. Lawal Isa made this known today in Zaria 
shortly after inspecting the scene of the incident with 
security chiefs and commissioners. He explained that 
bomb disposal experts from the state police command 
had told him that the device was only an explosive that 
was mistakenly burned with waste papers at the head- 
quarters refuse dump. The administrator said the damage 
and casualty of the explosion could have much greater 
if it had been a bomb blast. Col. Lawal Isa warned the 
police in Zaria to be more careful in their future refuse 
disposal matter. He appealed to people in the state to 
be security conscious and extra vigilant in their daily 
activities. 


is report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
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Nigeria: Military Authorities To Try 19 More 
Ogonis 


AB0602073796 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 5 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) If the Nigerian military author- 
ities get their way, 19 more people will face the tribunal 
later this year in connection with the murders of four 
community leaders in Ogoniland. It is the same offense 
for which Ken Saro-Wiwa and his colleagues were ex- 
ecuted last November. These defendants have been in 
detention since May of 1994 and they are challenging 
the legal basis of their trial, and now they have managed 
to smuggle an open letter out of Port Harcourt prison 
addressed to the itiernational community. Chris McReal 
of the London GUARDIAN newspaper has seen the let- 
ter. On the line to Lagos, Cagia Asper asked him what 
it Says: 


[Begin recording} (McReal] It is an appeal to a Com- 
monwealth delegation 0: foreign ministers to assist 
them. They say in the letter, to quote it, we are he:eby 
calling on your (word indistinct] offices and humare- 
ness; come quickly to our aid and save our lives. The 
letter goes on to explain that they do not believe that 
they would get a fair trial, that they believe they are be- 
ing persecuted as part of a government Campaign against 
the Ogonis, and that they want the Commonwealth del- 
egation of foreign ministers to Nigeria to intervene on 
their behalf. 


[Asper} Did they explain what sort of conditions they 
were being held under? 


[McReal] They said the conditions were really very 
bad. They said that they do not have enough food, and 
to quote them, we are grossly underfed, coupled with 
a complete lack of medical care. As a result we are 
becoming malnourished and anemic. These conditions 
have contributed to the death of one of us. They are 
referring to a man called (Clement Tosima), who died 
last year in detention from untreated diabetes, and the 
prison — Port Harcourt Prison — where they are being 
held is like all Nigerian prisons, very overcrowded. 
They only really get out for a few minutes each morning 
to wash in a ficid and they [word indistinct] get exercise 
once a week unless they pay bribes. 


[Asper] Now, are they able to get visits from either 
members of their families or from their lawyers? 


{[McReal} No, the letter did not say anything regarding 
visits [words indistinct]. I was able to communicate 
indirectly in writing with these persons and they said 
that they do get some [words indistinct]. As for the 
lawyers, as | understand it, the state has so far appointed 
legal aid lawyers to them, but various human rights 
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lawyers in Niper.a are expected to take up the case when 
the trial finally begins. 


[Asper] What is Wie actual situation in relation to that 
trial? 

[McReal} Well, | s unclear at the moment There 
was a court order last Decermber which siayed the 
beginning of the trial until 12 February. Once an appeal 
was heard agains! the tribunals, questioning the legality 
of the tnbunals which are hearing the Ogoni cases. 
The prisoners themselve. believe that the trials wall 
begin in mid-February, but they have not heen officially 
informed. Those Ogonis that were tried and executed 
or treed las: year were however told early the night 
hefore the Wial actually began thar it would start So, 
we Could see this [words indistinct) by short nouce. 
Aiternatively, mayhe tha: given the outrage last year — 
the international condemnation of Nigeria ~- Nigeria's 
military Govern). at may this ime decide that 1 really 
does not reed he Srief of public tals and all the 
criucisms that thei would ring, and it may [words 
indistinct) indefinitely hold these men tn jail and not 
proceed with the trials. {end recording} 


Nigeria. Human Right: Activist Questioned: 
Passport Seized 

AB0402152596 Paris AFP in English 

1415 GMT 04 Feb 96 


[FBIS Trasecribec Text] Lagos, Feb 4 (AFP: A 
prominent Lagos-besed humar mghts activist, Olisa 


Aghakebs told AFP he war interrogated Sunday by 
security service (S88) agents after returning from a trip 
abroad. 


“My passport was taken last might ai the airport on my 
arrival from: London, | was interrogated at the airport 
and told to report to the SSS office Monday morning.” 
he said in a telephone interview 


But at about 10:40 a.m. (0940 GMT) Sunday, si SSS 
agent. came to his house and took him away for further 
questioning, he added 


"They quesuoned ie on my mission abioad and the 
recent Dombing iicidents in some parts of the Country’, 
said Agbakuba, a lawyer wno was unu! recently head 
of the country's C vii Rights Organisation. 


He said he had toureo some foreign countries over the 
past few week: hort di-d not name then 


Agbakoba saig the government was harrassing human 
rights activists because of “paranoia.” particularly after 
recent homb Masts in Kano and Kaduna in the north of 
Nigeria and allegations South Africa and Burkina Faso 
were aiding the opposition to destahilise the country. 
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Agbakoba stressed that pro-democracy groups would 
not be involved in violent methods of bringing about 
democracy in Nigeria. 


Last Tuesday, Chief Gani Fawehinmi, a prominent op- 
ponent of the regime and leader of a political associ- 
ation, was arrested at dawn and detained at the Lagos 
headquarters of the SSS. 


His family said last Friday that he was still being held 
incommunicado. 


Nigeria: Medical Association Worried About Jailed 
Abiola’s Health 


AB0402192596 Paris AFP in French 
1817 GMT 4 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Lagos, 4 Feb (AFP) — The 
Nigerian Medical Association [NMA] today expressed 
concern about the state of health of Chief Moshood Abi- 
Ola, the opposition leader imprisoned since June 1994 
for declaring himself winner of the 1993 presidential 
election, cancelled by the militaiy. 


In a statement, the NMA protests the fact that the 
opposition leader is being refused the right to be treated 
by doctors. This refusal “exposes him to inappropriate 
medical treatment” for his heart problems, which could 
cause an ischemia (a local anemia) that can lead to 
sudden death, the association stressed. 


According to the NMA, Chief Abiola is suffering 
from a neurological problem, detected by doctors who 
examined him at the request of the military authorities. 
In view of the medical danger facing the opposition 
leader, the association calls for his immediate and 
unconditional release so that he can have treatment in a 
hospital of his choice. 


Nigeria: ‘Committee of Patriots’ Claims 
Responsibility for Posters 

AB0202134296 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 2 Feb 96 


[From “Network Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Posters have appeared at 
bus stops and elsewhere threatening reprisals against 
Nigerian Nobel laureate Wole Soyinka and other voices 
critical of the military regime in Nigeria. The posters 
are signed by a group that calls itself the Committee of 
Patriots. So what is this group, and what is this poster 
campaign all about? (Abdurahim Focara) spoke to Janet 
Anderson, on the line to Lagos: 


[Begin recording} (Anderson) It is not clear at all who 
the Committee of Patriots are, but the message that they 
are putting across is a message that has already been 
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stated by a government minister and on the Nigerian 
State television, so people are assuming here that there 
may be some kind of connection but there is no direct 
proof. 


[(Focara)] Can you describe to us what some of the 
posters are saying for example? 


[Anderson] Well, the posters describe Professor Soyinka 
as an anarchist and also condemn the opposition group- 
ing, the National Democratic Coalition. They make it 
Clear that they believe that those people, who are in 
the opposition, were connected to the bomb blast which 
happened a couple of weeks ago at the north of the 
country in Kano and in Kaduna. They used some rather 
Biblical terms: Those who sow these kinds of activities 
will reap the wind. The suggestion is that they will have 
that (words indistinct] at the end of the day. 


[(Focara)] What about the local population in Lagos? 
Are they heeding these posters or is it something they 
just look through and forget about? 


[Anderson] I think everybody is interested when some- 
thing like this happens but basically by the time I got 
round to finding one of these posters, many of them had 
already been ripped down by people. I think it is part of 
the sense of political tension that is there at the moment 
in Nigeria. Obviously, if you got a bombing happening, 
then people are very worried about the future, politi- 
cally. [end recording] 


Nigeria: Central Bank Cancels Some Foreign Debts 


AB3001131996 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 30 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Central Bank of Nigeria, 
CBN, has canceled foreign debts of about 1.2 billion 
naira through the debts conversion program. At the 
60th auction of the program, 23 applications valued at 
about 2.9 billion naira were received. Of the number, 
17 applications for over 1 billion naira were fully 
successful while two applications for about 32.7 million 
Naira are partially successful. 


The debt conversion program, as a debt canceling 
Strategy, was introduced in 1988 to reduce the nation’s 
foreign debt. So far, foreign debts totalling 13 billion 
naira have been canceled through the program. 


is report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-025 
6 February 1996 


Nigeria: Central Bank Reports 2.2% Economic 
Growth in 1995 


AB0202093596 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT | Feb 96 


[From the business news] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria's domestic economy 
grew 2.2 percent in 1995, up from 1 percent growth 
recorded the previous year. The governor of the Cen- 
tral Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Dr. Paul Ogwuma, said al- 
though the growth in Gross Domestic Product in 1995 
was higher than that achieved in 1994, it was lower than 
the target of 4 percent set for the year. 


Dr. Ogwuma was speaking al the annual delegates con- 
ference of the Money Market Association of Nigeria, in 
Abuja. He linked the growth to agricultural production 
which, he said, grew at 3.2 percent compared to 3 per- 
cent in 1994. He said the manufacturing sector, which 
declined by 5 percent in 1994, grew by 2 percent last 
year. The CBN governor noted that capacity utilization 
in the manufacturing sector declined to 27.1 percent in 
1995 from 30.4 percent in the previous year. 


Dr. Ogwuma stated that an improvement in economic 
performance was further mitigated by high consumer 
prices, which showed an inflation rate of about 80 per- 
cent. He stated that a combination of tighter monetary 
and fiscal policy measures including policies to meet the 
existing structural constraints are, therefore, required to 
significantly bring down the level of inflation in the 
economy. 


On the foreign exchange market, the CBN governor said 
that the margin between the Central Bank intervention 
rate and the parallel market rates stood at 1.6 percent 
at the end of December 1995 as compared to about 6 
percent at the first intervention in February 1995. Ag- 
gregate demand for foreign exchange re 1995 amounted 
to more than $1.7 billion, and all these were met by the 
Central Bank of Nigeria. 


Nigeria's external reserves grew to $1.4 billion in 1995 
from $916 million in 1994. Dr. Ogwuma said that 
money supply grew moderately during the year with 
narrow money — that is, money in the banking system 
— growing at 5.8 percent. Broad money representing 
money in both banks and outside the banking system 
grew at 5.6 percent in 1995. The Central Bank governor 
said that the narrow and broad money grew at 25.9 
percent and 47.8 percent in 1994 while credits to the 
economy grew by 10 percent in 1995 compared to 29.2 
percent in 1994. 


A breakdown shows that credit to the private sector 
grew by 5.6 percent in 1995 as against more than 32 
percent in 1994 while credit to government grew by 
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12.3 percent as against 28 percent in 1994. The Central 
Bank governor explained that the slowdown in credit 
growth was an indication of disciplined implementation 
Of fiscal and monetary policy measures in 1995, 


Senegal 


Senegal: ‘Mysterious’ Deaths in Casamance Linked 
to Nerve Gas 


AB0202122596 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 1 Feb 96 


[Fome the “Focus on Africa’ program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There has been a spate of 
mysterious deaths in Senegal’s southern province of 
Casamance. It comes at a time when there is rela- 
live peace in the region following a cease-fire agree- 
ment, between the separatist rebels of the Movement of 
Casamance Democratic Forces [MFDC] and the govern- 
ment in Dakar, and the MFDC in Paris is making some 
extraordinary claims about the deaths, as Tom Porteous 
reports: 


[Begin recording] [Porteous] Contacted by telephone tn 
Paris, the representative for the Casamance separatist 
movement in Europe, Mamadou Sane, said that the 
Senegalese Army was bombing Casamance villages 
with chemical weapons, and that 32 to 40 civilians were 
dying each day in such attacks. 


Mr. Sane said that a nerve gas was being dropped on 
civilian targets from a helicopter recently supplied to the 
Senegalese Army by France. He said France was also 
providing the Senegalese Army with military advisers 
in efforts to stamp out the rebellion. Asked to be more 
specific about the type of gas being used in Casamance, 
he said it was a kind of mustard gas. 


Among the villages attacked, according to Mr. Sane, 
were (’?Kabrous), Efok, and (Jutu). He said that these 
were villages to which Casamance refugees had only 
recently returned following the MFDC peace initiative 
announced at the beginning of last month. Mr. Sane 
said the Senegalese Army had moved from poisoning 
wells in Casamance to using chemical weapons after 
what he called the failure of the government's military 
campaign against the separatists in April and August ‘ast 
year. He said the use of chemical weapons reflected the 
desperation of the Senegalese to put an end to the 14- 
year-old Casamance separatist struggle by any means. 


However, Mr. Sane said the MFDC’s peace initiative 
was continuing and that the MFDC would meet shortly 
to decide on the schedule for direct peace talks with the 
government. [end recording) 


is report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
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This report by Tom Porteous so claims that the Sene- 
gal Government is using chemical weapons against vil- 
lagers in Casamance. On the line to Dakar, Tom Porte- 
vus asked our correspondent, Joseph Winter, what the 
authorities were saying about that: 


(Begin recording) [Winter] We spoke to Colonel Tamba 
who is the Army's spokesperson, and when we told him 
about these allegations from the MFDC, he said that.... 
[pauses] He denied them completely. He said this man, 
Mamadou Sane, is talking rubbish. He said the Army 
i here to safeguard the population and so there is no 
question whatsoever of them, you know, poisoning, you 
know the civilian population, and he said the whole 
allegations are completely unimaginable. 


[Porteous] Even so there have been these reports of peo- 
ple dying in mysterious circumstances in Casamance? 


[Porteous] Well, [words indistinct] between mid- 
December and mid- January about 20 people have died 
in mysterious circumstances as you are saying but, 
unfortunately, the reasons for these deaths have not 
been found. Tests have been conducted by the best 
institutes in Dakar and an epidemic which was feared 
at first — that is, yellow fever, malaria — these have 
been ruled out, and the Ministry of Health now says 
that this is some kind of poisoning. 


[Porteous] Is it at all likely that the Senegalese Army 
would be hitting the Casamance rebels hard at this 
Stage? 

[Winter] Well, that seems very strange because at 
the moment, we have just started a second month 
of the cease-fire which has failed, and there is a 
peace commission which is going between the rebel 
representatives in Zinguinchor and the government. 
They are trying to work out an agenda for talks, face to 
face talks between the two parties which should start 
within the next month or two. So it would seem a 
very strange time to pick to start poisoning random 
sections of the Casamance population. And secondly, 
if the Army was doing that, we don't really think that 
the Ministry of Health would come out and say it was 
poisoning, and it would have to be a very careful plan, 
and everything would be well hidden. [end recording] 
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Sierra Leone: Rebels Call Off Cease-Fire, Accuse 
Government of Attacks 


ABOS02201796 Paris AFP in English 
1950 GMT 5 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Abidjan, Feb 5 (AFP) — 
Sierra Leonean rebels Monday [5 February] called off 
a ceasefire in their five-year-old rebellion and accused 
the military junta of using mercenaries to attack their 
posiuons, 


Government soldiers ‘aided by the Executive Outcomes 
war machine attacked our positions at several fronts in 
Tongo, Pejehun and Bo areas (around 170 kilometers/ 
100 miles east of the capital) along the Bo-Taiama 
highway between Sunday, January 28 and Tuesday 
January 30, 1996,” representatives of the Revoluuonary 
United Front (RUF) said in a statement sent to AFP in 
the Ivory Coast economic capital. [passage omitted] 


The RUF statement also claimed fighting had taken 
place among government troops around the Bo area. 


“As a result of these violations, the ceasefire can no 
longer be observed or extended by the RUF, so far as 
the new (military government) cannot show good faith,’ 
it read. 


It also claamed that rebel leader Corporal Foday Sankoh 
“has established radio contacts with the new junta and 
dialogue will continue over the field radio.” 


Bio has so far denied having had any direct contact with 
Sankoh or the RUF. 


The statement also repeated the RUF's determination 
that peace should precede presidential and parliamentary 
elections, due February 26. 


The new regime has hinted that the election date might 
be postponed to allow time for a peace settlement, but 
Bio said in Abidjan last week that such a decision would 
have to be made by a council of prominent citizens of 
Sierra Leone. 
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